
Happy February!  

This year is certainly shaping up to be very busy for those of us follow-
ing the various news cycles. I know I am now more grateful than ever 
for institutions like the League of Women Voters and for our members!  

In 2017, I am encouraging each and every one of you to attend an up-
coming event, be it the Birthday Celebration for the League on February 
16th, our Lunch with LWV series, or the Coalition Luncheon, a collabo-
ration between LWV, AAUW, and CWU. We will also keep you posted 
about transit and redistricting—your support of these issues is more 
vital than ever before!  And as the year moves along, I’m sure our list of 
programs will increase. 

If you haven’t already, I really suggest you follow LWV Indy online (we 
are on Facebook and Twitter) so you can have the most up-to-date in-
formation and calls to action. We’ve also made joining LWV Indy easi-
er—you can join and pay right on our website: www.lwvindy.org, so 
recruiting new members is easier than ever!  

 

Here’s to a productive 2017! 

Rhea Cain 

President, LWV of Indianapolis 

Dates to Remember 

 Board Meeting, Feb 

9th, 6 p.m., NUMC 

 LWV Birthday 

Celebration!  Feb 

16th,  6 p.m. Na-

polese  Wine Bar 

 Lunch with LWV, 

Feb17th, Noon, 

Scottish Rite 

 Board Meeting, 

March 9th, 6 p.m., 

NUMC 

 Coalition Lunch, 

March  17th, NUMC 

Happy Birthday to the League! 
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Join Us to Celebrate LWV—and bring a friend! 

When? February 16th  at 6 p.m. 

Where? Napolese Wine Bar, 49th and Penn 

Please join us to celebrate the League’s Birthday!  

We encourage you to bring a non-League member as a friend—we will be giving 
away a membership into the League for one lucky new member!  

There will be giveaways of League themed items and a postcard writing station on 
site. No worries about postage—we’ve got that covered. 

 



You spoke—we listened! 

We are bringing Lunch with LWV back starting in February! Our speaker 
on February 17th will be longtime Leaguer in the Statehouse, Paulette 
Vandergriff.  A member of the League of Women Voters since 1977, Pau-
lette held several positions on the LWVIN State Board from 1988-2003 in-
cluding President. She served has the Advocacy Coordinator from 2007-
2013.  She represents the LWVIN on the Indiana Coalition for Human Ser-
vices Board of Directors where she currently serves as President. Paulette 
is an MAL and resides in Greenfield, IN where she serves on the Advisory 
Plan Commission and the Board of Zoning Appeals.  She is a graduate of 
Indiana University, School of Public and Environmental Affairs. 

 

As a reminder, in March, Lunch with LWV is replaced with the coalition 
lunch held at North United Methodist Church.  This year’s luncheon falls on 
March 17th and will go from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

Members are asked to bring salad or bread and their own table settings. 

Please join us March 17th for the wonderful collaboration!   

Lunch with LWV 
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A big THANK YOU to all 

our many dedicated 

volunteers who have 

made our work possible: 

Debbie Asberry 

Sarah Halter 

Lyn Hoyer-Rogers 

K.D. Thurman 

Mary Boggs 

Karen Kay Leonard  

Betsy Bayne 

Lenora Maze 

Kim Irwin 

  Volunteer THANKS! 

Do you know of someone doing great work in our community? Maybe it 
would be great for them to share their mission and outcomes with groups 
like the League? 
 
Let us know! Send an e-mail to membership@lwvindy.org ! 

Speaker Ideas?  



April 29 & 30              
LWVIN Convention —Save the Date!  
 
Who Attends? 

All LWV members are welcome whether serving as a (voting) delegate or not. 

  

Convention Delegates: Local LWV presidents, locally appointed delegates (see below), MAL member(s), and LWVIN 
Board members are voting delegates. 

  

Local LWV Delegates: The local LWV president is a delegate as is one additional member. Local LWVs can also appoint 
one (1) voting delegate per 20 members based on their Jan. 31 member database count. 

  

MAL Delegates:  One (1) delegate per 20 MAL members can serve as a delegate. 

  
Where: South Bend – Hotel information forthcoming 
 
Highlights 

·Vote on incoming board members, including a new (co)president 

·Pass the 2017-18 Budget 

·Final decisions/recommendations on 501(C)(3) conversion process 

·Amend Bylaws 

·Decide 2017-18 Program (Education Study Consensus //  New Study and/or Action) 

·We promise FUN too!! 

News from LWV IN  
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Former LWVIN state presidents, current local LWV (co)presidents, and up to two (2) additional lo-
cal LWV guests are invited to the annual LWVIN President's Day gathering on Saturday, Feb. 18 
from 10:30a.m. to 3:30p.m. in Indianapolis. 

COST: $5 per person (former state presidents, current local LWV (co)presidents, & 2 additional lo-
cal guests) 

ADD'l COST: $10 for League members in addition to the 2 extra guests 

(i.e., each local League can send up to 4 people, depending on their leadership structure.) 

Please register at lwvin.org online. 

Registration is REQUIRED by Monday, February 13. 

Preferred payment is with PayPal. 

Directions and an agenda will be emailed the week of February 13. 

 

 

2017 PRESIDENT'S DAY 



Updates on Transit! 
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Here are some updates on what is going on in the word of transit: 

We have our work cut out getting the City County Council to pass "Prop 3." Prop 3 is the resolution to raise local taxes in or-
der to create a dedicated funding stream for public transit.   

As you'll recall, last November Marion County voters passed a referendum to increase local taxes by 0.25% (avg. $100 per 
household making $40K/year; $130 for $50K/year) in order to create a dedicated transit funding stream. The measure 
passed by a 59% margin in Marion County. 

But that doesn’t mean that there is overwhelming support on the city county council. Councilor is Joe Simpson is not in favor 
of expanding transit. At the January 30th Council meeting, he spoke about how he does not believe an expanded service will 
really help low income residents. In his estimation, people just getting by can't afford the tax and, if they have cars, won't use 
transit anyway. He did not speak at all about the thousands of residents who already rely on transit exclusively.  

He also either doesn't seem to believe IndyGo when they say 15% of their total current users travel the north-south corridor 
(the n/s route is the densest corridor outside downtown based on current ridership.) College Ave. was chosen over Key-
stone for the Red Line because it is more walkable and provides safer walking routes for people to catch a bus. Councilor 
Simpson still thinks Keystone would be best and he also thinks the Red Line will destroy the character of College Ave.  

*Side notes: (1)As Councilor Colleen Fanning, Broad Ripple area, pointed out -- College Ave. was originally designed as a trol-
ley/bus transit corridor and that's why we have business nodes like 49th & College and 52nd & College peppered along the 
street. (2) It is not looking good for us to get the federal money to support the Red Line since Congress is fairly non-
functional right now. Originally, the Red Line was to be paid for with federal funds and the tax increase would support the 
rest of the citywide build out. Without federal funds, the tax increase would fund the entire build out, including the Red Line. 
This means the entire scope of the project will take longer to implement since we'll have to wait for the tax dollars to accu-
mulate. 

LWV Indy strongly backs a robust public transportation system in Indianapolis. We see access to transportation as a 
quality of life issue. Improved transit helps us all -- low-income & middle class; white & black.  

Why does transit matter? 

-There are studies which correlate lack of transit to the ability to climb out of poverty. (On average, it costs $8,000 a year to 
own a car & lack of public transit obviously makes it harder for low income folks to get and keep a job.)  

-We have an aging Boomer population who will continue to lose their independence if transit options are not in place.  

-We have disabled individuals who are homebound for no other reason than they can't drive.  

-We have jobs being created on the fringes of the county (think: airport area & Hamilton County) that are going unfilled be-
cause people cannot get to them. (IndyGo studies show massive percentage gains in the number of people living in low in-
come areas who could reach business hubs within an hour if transit is expanded.)  

-And, yes, the Millennials ... the workers and homebuyers of the future don't want to live in communities without transit.   

Many of you live in Councilor Simpson's area and need to contact him expressing why you support transit. We also need to 
show up to hearings and other meetings where he will be in attendance. He flat out said last night that he does not believe 
his constituents really want this. If you're a constituent and think differently, he needs to see you are invested enough to 
turn out for a meeting/hearing. 

All of us need to be talking to friends and neighbors about this issue and asking them to contact their Councilors. Evidence 
matters; use it.  

There will be more hearings and the final Council vote will happen,  on February 21 or 27.  As soon as the date is finalized, 
we will let you know. 

You can find out who your Councilor is  by visiting: www.indy.gov/vip. You may search for your Councilors' contact info 
here: http://www.indy.gov/ eGov/Council/Councillors/ Pages/home.aspx.  

 
To try to stay in the know about when the Council will have its meetings, "like" Indy Connect and/or Transit Drives Indy on 
Facebook.  

http://www.indy.gov/vip
http://www.indy.gov/eGov/Council/Councillors/Pages/home.aspx


HB 1014 will receive a hearing on February 8th OR February 15th at 3:30 p.m. in Room 156 A of the 

Statehouse.  

 

As soon as we have a final date--we will let you know! 

 

This bill is our best chance at meaningful reform aimed to end partisian gerrymandering. We need sup-

port now more than ever: there is strength in numbers—please join us at the hearing!  

 

We also encourage you to reach out to the committee (especially if one of the members if YOUR rep), 

and share your thoughts on redistricting reform and why it’s important! FYI: Speaker Bosma and Rep. 

Jerry Tor are the sponsors for HB 1014 .  

 

Want to learn more about the bill, how it can be improved, and how you can create positive change? The 

League of Women Voters of Indiana and Common Cause of Indiana invite you to attend a "citizen lobby-

ist" training prior to the hearings at 10:30 a.m. There will be training sessions on both days, February 

8th and February 15th at the Indiana State Library on Ohio Street. 

 

If you want to attend the training, we ask that you RSVP to Julia Vaugh at Common Cause by e-mailing 

jvaughn@commoncause.org.  

 

In the mean time, please share as much info as you can about Redistricting with your friends, family, 

and neighbors! A great introduction to the issues surrounding gerrymandering  can be explained by 

watching Gerrymandering the film. It can be viewed online for free by visiting:   

http://www.snagfilms.com/films/title/gerrymandering 

 

 

News on Redistricting—Call to Action! 
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LWVUS : We Marched—What Next? 

On January 21, 2017 millions of women and men around the world turned out to make our voices 
heard. The Women's March was an historic day that brought attention to important issues - but our 
work is just beginning. Here are some actions you can take RIGHT NOW to make a difference in your 
community and beyond. 

 

 

 

1. Join the League of Women Voters! 

The League is working to make a difference and actively engaging people in more than 700 commu-
nities around the country. Attend a local League event to get involved in our work to engage with 
elected officials, empower new voters and to learn about issues that impact your community.  

2. Call Congress – and call them often! 

Elected officials work for the people and need to hear from concerned citizens like you. Whether you 
marched to protect voting rights, healthcare or the environment, make sure Congress knows YOUR 
priorities. 

3. Register to Vote- and help your friends get registered! 

It might not be an election year where you live – but it’s never too early to make sure your registra-
tion is up to date. The League works year-round in hundreds of communities to prepare eligible vot-
ers. Check out www.VOTE411.org for more information. 

4. Make a Donation to Defend our Democracy! 

Your support makes it possible for the League to take a stand in statehouses and courtrooms across 
the country. 

5. Become an e-Activist! 

Read updates from the League and take action by holding your elected officials accountable on the 
League’s key priorities like voting rights and money in politics. 

  

http://lwv.org/get-involved/local-leagues
http://hq-salsa.wiredforchange.com/o/5950/getLocal.jsp
http://www.vote411.org/
http://www.vote411.org/
https://salsa.wiredforchange.com/o/5950/p/salsa/donation/common/public/?donate_page_KEY=10918
http://lwv.org/get-involved/
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News from LWV US 

Letter from the LWVUS to the 

United States Senate 

The Supreme Court nominee 

President Trump announced this 

week will play a major role in 

setting the course for American 

democracy over the coming dec-

ades. That may seem like an ex-

aggeration, but the Supreme 

Court is currently divided four to 

four on most major issues. The 

incoming justice will ultimately 

be the deciding vote on crucial 

issues that shape the direction of 

our system of government and 

our country. The League of Wom-

en Voters believes that any Su-

preme Court nominee should 

share his or her views on funda-

mental issues. We have three 

questions for a nominee:  

 

1. Must the Executive Branch 

obey court orders from the 

federal judicial system? Our 

system of checks and balanc-

es is the basic tenet of a free 

democracy. To prevent au-

thoritarianism, the Founders 

made sure that that no one 

branch of the government 

could dominate the others. 

But in recent days, it appears 

that the Executive Branch is 

challenging that system by 

refusing to obey federal court 

orders limiting President 

Trump’s antiimmigration pol-

icies. The Supreme Court 

nominee must take a stand, 

one way or the other, on the 

role of federal courts in our 

system of government.  

2.  What is the appropriate role 

for voting rights in our de-

mocracy? Our nation was 

founded on a belief that vot-

ers should be in charge of our 

government rather than gov-

ernment being in charge of 

the voters. However imper-

fect at the beginning, citizen 

voting rights have grown 

through constitutional 

amendments to include wom-

en, racial and ethnic minori-

ties and young people. But we 

are seeing efforts to roll back 

voting rights, with laws de-

signed to make it more diffi-

cult for people to exercise 

their right to vote. The Su-

preme Court nominee should 

let the American people know 

his or position, whether vot-

ing rights enforcement is a 

vital component of our repre-

sentative democracy or if the 

nominee thinks limitations 

can be justified under our 

Constitution.  

3.  Is big money in politics a fun-

damental part of our electoral 

system, or can limits some-

times be justified? Some be-

lieve that corporations, un-

ions, organizations and indi-

viduals should be able to 

spend unlimited amounts of 

money to influence elections, 

and to do so secretly. Others 

see this as an existential 

threat to our democracy. The 

Supreme Court nominee 

should state his beliefs relat-

ed to the influence of money 

in our elections.  

 

Judicial nominees should not be 

required to tell us how they will 

decide future cases, but they 

should share with the public the 

basic principles they support or 

oppose. For the Senate to carry 

out its constitutional duty to ad-

vise and consent on judicial nom-

inees, truthful answers about 

basic principles are required. A 

presidential nomination is not a 

blank check. The Constitution 

requires the Senate to do its du-

ty. The League of Women Voters 

urges the Senate to explore these 

three fundamental questions 

with any nominee before voting 

to confirm or reject the next Su-

preme Court justice.  



Dues are $50 a year for individuals, $75 for households, and $25 for students and AmeriCorps members. 

Make checks payable to the LWV of Indianapolis and send to 3808 N.   Meridian Street, Indianapolis, IN 

46208. 

 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ____________________________  Email: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Kind of Member:  NEW   RENEWING  

Visit us online at www.lwvindy.org or on Facebook!  

League of Women Voters of 

Indianapolis 

3808 N. Meridian Street 

Indianapolis, IN 46208 

Welcome New Members! 


